Novel antimalarial drugs from plants?
In all countries where malaria is endemic, plants are used in traditional medicine for treatment of the disease. Examples are numerous - the plant product data base napralert (Box I) lists 152 genera which are allegedly used for the treatment of malaria. But with the urgent need to develop new, safe and effective drugs against malaria, it is vital that such claims be fully investigated. In this article, David Phillipson and Melanie O'Neill discuss the potential of plant products for new antimoloriols, drawing attention particularly to the quassinoids - a diverse group of terpenoids from the family Simoroubaceoe.